[Genetic polymorphism of M. tuberculosis strains in Antananaviro].
The genetic polymorphism of the mycobacteria of the tuberculosis complex in the city of Antananarivo was studied on 126 strains isolated from positive microscopy pulmonary tuberculosis patients. The genetic profiles established using the RFLP technic and the IS6110 marker yielded 83 clusters of 1 to 29 strains. There were 34 strains with a IS6110 unique band profile of which 29 had a band located at 1.4-1.5 kb. These strains could be differentiated using a second marker, the DR marker. 3 strains with an unique IS6110 band located at 1.8-1.9 kb were identified as M. bovis. In general, there was no evident epidemiological relationship between the patients presenting with identical profiles. In the prison of Antananarivo, the IS6110 typing of 36 strains yielded 28 clusters of 1 to 3 strains. Excepting 2 clusters showing an internal contamination, the absence of profiles specific to the jail suggests that the patients were probably contaminated before their entrance. This preliminary study shows that the RFLP profiles of M. tuberculosis, using the IS6110 and the DR markers, were polymorphic enough for using this method to study the transmission in Antananarivo.